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From the Pastor's Desk

Afghanistan

This is the 20th Anniversary of a very bad day. I lost no one on 9-11-2001, and I still consider it a bad
day. I cannot imagine the feelings of the people for whom 9-11 and its aftermath are deeply personal.
As this anniversary approached America’s longest war, the invasion and occupation of Afghanistan came
to an ignominious end. There is a sense of failure similar to the sense that we felt in 1975 watching
Saigon crumble. I have a different take.

The evil that caused 9-11 was just that, evil. It was a carefully crafted and heavily funded attack meant to
shock us as it attacked several of America’s symbols – the World Trade Centers, the Pentagon, and the
Whitehouse. The victims of the evil use of these commercial airliners were truly random and could have
been any one of us. The idea that normal, decent people were doing their normal, decent things should
be murdered in the thousands for merely being at the wrong place at the wrong time shocked and
enraged us. The idea that several hundred firefighters and peace officers would lose their lives fulfilling
their vows still awes us. It hurt. We demanded vengeance.

It is very hard to do something about a crime when the criminals are not interested in surviving it, but it
soon became clear that a Saudi billionaire’s son, and former American ally, was responsible for
organizing the attack from his Al-Qaeda bases in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Words like Al-Qaeda, Taliban,
and Bin Laden would now be heard every day. We felt that the fight had to be brought to their soil and
the WE-THEY talk began. When it became clear that the Afghan government was either powerless or in
collusion with Muslim extremists, we decided to invade. Special Forces, Cruise Missiles, Fighters, Drones,
Attack Helicopters, Marine and Army units quickly overwhelmed the nation. Muslim extremism at the
time was very popular in the predominantly Muslim nations, and we felt that the terrorist camps needed
to be eradicated if we were to be safe and free. Al-Qaeda and the Taliban were bent on destroying the
Capitalist Western nations, and the system was never in doubt. They saw America as the key nation to
destroy was constantly in their rhetoric.

Though a majority of Afghans probably welcomed the removal of Al-Qaeda and the Taliban from the
power, that did not mean the welcome mat would be out for long. There is an incredibly long list of
countries that made the mistake of trying to take over Afghanistan. As the saying goes, “You have the
watches, but we have the time.”The Afghans knew the mountains and hills and knew that if they were
patient, the big bad foreign army would get tired and leave as did every foreign army before. I think
people really believed that the Muslims would see the wonderfulness of being an American. They would
want to become American too, and the Afghanis would embrace everything American. This hubris
caused us to stay way longer than we should have. The Afghanis wanted to keep being Afghanis, and
history tells us that we shouldn’t be surprised.

Through our efforts, through the loss of American lives and the use of American military technology,   
 Al-Qaeda, and the Taliban were largely subdued, and terrorist attacks on western targets greatly
decreased. In that way, the invasion was a success. We were not, however, able to make a new nation
with a new government. We joined the Persians, Alexander the Great, the Mongols, Tamerlane, the
British three times, and the Soviets three times in our failures to turn the Afghanis into us. American’s
don’t like to learn history because we believe we are busy making it. The US military should only be used
for military objectives. Using the military for political or diplomatic objectives is wrong. Letting the US
military be triangulated into someone else’s fight is also wrong.

So we failed? No. We contained Muslim terrorism to the point that ISIS and Al-Qaeda, and the Taliban
are overwhelmingly unpopular within Muslim nations today and way less popular than they were in the
80s and 90s. They may have weapons and a violent streak, but they are not winning any hearts. Evil
cannot be sustained. These forces have devoted themselves to evil, and given time; they will implode
like every evil movement before them.
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We drew a line in the sand with communism. Communism was bent on the destruction of the Free
Capitalist West. We drew lines and said, you will not get past here. In Germany, Korea, Vietnam, and all
the Cold War stalemates, we held firm, and ultimately communism collapsed under its own
mistreatment of humanity – its evil was unsustainable.

I believe that the soldiers in Vietnam did not fail. Though fighting someone else’s civil war is an abuse
and misuse of our military, our military succeeded in giving communism a wall it could knock its head
against, and we ultimately prevailed.  I feel the same about our military that has been in Afghanistan. 

Though they became a point in someone else’s civil war, and that will forever and always be a misuse of
an American soldier, ISIS, Al-Qaeda, the Taliban met a wall they had to knock themselves against and
have never been more unpopular than they are now. That is because a line was drawn, an evil
movement was stalled, and the evil was allowed to collapse upon itself. Because of our efforts, the
problem of radical Islam is once again a problem that the Muslim world must handle on its own. In the
intervening twenty years since 9-11, the Muslim world has seen the benefits of free trade. And since
the world is irretrievably a multi-national place, more and more Muslims understand that it is possible
to be both a Muslim and a global citizen.

It may not be what our patriotism and our sense of American Exceptionalism imagined, but time will
show that our American military succeeded.

The second thing I want to say is that I do not like watching the 9-11 videos or any of the
remembrances – they do not help me remember. It is probably fair to say that I have been present at
death more than most of you. Death is tragic and painful, but it can also be liberating, peaceful, and
holy. It should be private. The deaths of 9-11 were extremely public. I cannot watch the planes and the
towers and not realize that thousands of people were dying in a public spectacle. I do not like reliving
that, and I do not want to be part of keeping those images alive when we watch those things; we are
watching people die! Each and every one of them was denied something that I treasure – a private,
intimate moment with family and friends and their Maker. I feel the same way about war archives. Every
now and then, near December 7, the film is shown of the USS Arizona blowing up. I shudder to realize
that I am watching over 1100 men die instantaneously. We should not see these images so much that
they make us numb, nor should we watch them so much that we become enraged, nor should we
watch them so much that we feel as if we were there – all are dangerous.

September 11, 2001, was a very bad day. Out of that day came heroics. Out of that day came our
longest war. We are free people. If we use our freedom for indulgence, licentiousness, and ignorance,
then we are exactly what the extremists say we were. If we use our freedom for good, then we are
living proof of what free people can do.

In Christ,
Pastor Joel
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The council met on Monday, September 13th, for its monthly meeting. Below are a few of
the items discussed.

Tiffany has been asked to fill in at First Lutheran Church in Exeland on Sundays until they
find a new Pastor; this is a great opportunity for her. She also asked for approval to bring in 2
motivational speakers for a youth event in April.

Jette has put in her resignation and will be done on October 1st. We would like to thank her
for her time at First Lutheran and wish her luck in her new endeavor.

A separate fund has been set up for the Columbarium Task Force so they can start collecting
money. 

A COVID Task Force was discussed and decided that it wasn't needed at this time; the
congregational council will handle it. The Scandinavian Dinner take-out and bake sale event
will be held on November 5th, 2021, from 4-7 pm. 

Many Hands Day is scheduled for September 30th. Lots of hands will make the jobs light.

Respectfully, 
Randy Neumann 
Council President

Council  Notes
Let all that we do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14

Stewardship Message
“Don’t Give ‘til it hurts’, rather ‘give til it feels good”
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For those of you that are not aware, this will by my last First Word report as I am leaving First
Lutheran for another opportunity. Even though FLC is not my home church, I have become very
fond of the people here. You have all been wonderful to get to know. I have enjoyed my time
here immensely and I have learned allot. As I am not leaving Hayward, I expect to see many of
you around town or on the lake or trails. Thank you for the opportunity to serve this Church and
learn about Lutheran history. I will always remember my time here fondly. Thank you! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL
GIVING TO THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Jeannette Siemers
Business Manager
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A N  E V A N G E L I C A L  M I N U T E

O u r  O n g o i n g  M e s s a g e s

The Memorial and Endowment Committee awards a scholarship to students who are members of
First Lutheran Church and attending an ELCA College or University. A limited number of awards are
available each year and are awarded annually. This scholarship is renewable for each
undergraduate year, provided a student is involved in meaningful ways in the life of the Church and
service to others and remains in good academic standing. Applications are open through October
15, 2021- we look forward to helping more students follow their educational dreams with less debt.
For more information or to apply, please contact the church office.

In God’s name, 
Sherry Beckman

Plant your seeds now and trust in the Lord that these seeds will bear
fruit even when you are gone.

Memorial & Endowment Notes:

That's right, God's message to us is ongoing. 
We read them, we hear them during worship services---His words instruct us as we progress through
our days in our stress-filled world. They comfort us, connect us to Almighty God, give us direction,
invite continual prayer. We are reminded of His greatest gift to use---that of Love. 

We learn there are times we are not only to hear God's word but to be doers as a result. For instance,
we are to love others as we have been loved. WE should be willing to share our many blessings with
others in need. We know the wonders of prayer and opportunities of the same during worship and in
our personal lives. For through our growing relationship with God over time, we know He is always
with us through "thick and thin." And, through our future and ongoing study of His Word, we are gifted
with God's wisdom helping us to see a need for our Savior, Jesus, who gave His own life on a cross to
forgive and earn heaven for us. 

So be it as individuals, reading our Bibles during Bible studies, during worship, God knows us. How
wonderful is this! 

Further, we live in wonder of God's creation. Just the beauties of our surroundings, even on our
properties, the birds, the deer, are so wonderful! We are truly blessed. And we are God's creation. The
very intricacy of an individual of an animal. There is love at the heart of things. Just so, moments come
when we experience spontaneous oneness with God and with creation, filling us with joy and love for
the simple gift of being alive. 

Holy Father, may we thank you always for our blessings and the love you so graciously have for us.
May we, in turn, show love and caring for others when needed. 

In Christ. 
Amen   
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Purls of Prayer
 

Saturday, October 16th @ 9:30am 

Location: Fellowship Hall 
Interested in knitting or crocheting

prayer shawls or for charity? 
Join us each month, no experience

needed. 
We can provide all supplies and instruction. 

Friday, October 15, 2021
5:30pm - Pizza, Movie & Discussion

 Sign up at the Welcome Center
Watch announcements for details

Let's keep biking! The group will still meet every
Monday at 5 pm. 

 
 

Watch the bulletin or listen to announcements for
locations. 

FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN

TABLE TALK
Tuesday, October 12th @ 6:30 pm

 
Where: 
Topic:  
**watch bulletin for more information**

Potluck dinner starts at 6:30. Discussion to
follow (about 7:15) 

Bike/Hike/Ski Club

Friday Night Movie

The Card Ladies resume fellowship and
card making on Tuesday, October 5th at
9:30. We encourage you to join us if you

are interested. 

Card Ladies

The Outreach Committee would like to thank
everyone for their response to the School
Clothing Drive. This was a new project for us.
We received over 660 items which were
distributed to the Hayward and LCO schools.
Awesome!! THANK YOU!!

Back To School Clothing Drive

Sunday, October 3, 2021
11 am (following the 10 am worship)

Bring your pets in for a special blessing.
All pets are welcome! 
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L u t h e r  S a y s
A message from your Youth & Education Director
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Since October is Reformation Month, I thought I would share a few of Martin Luther's famous quotes.
Now all of these come from his many writings, and all have some thought behind them. 

They are trying to make me into a fixed star. I am an irregular planet.

This one reminds me of the uniqueness we all have. We are not to fit into one mold of the exact same.
We are to be brilliant in the light God gave us. Special. Different. Loved. 

I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God's
hands, that I still possess.

Going through two house fires as a child (one at age 5 and the other at age 9), I learned early in life that
material items come and go very quickly. It might be the reason I am so horrible about remembering to
take pictures of occasions. No matter what life is throwing, I know it is stable and lasting when I give it to
God. 

God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and clouds and stars.

Each season, we see the stories in the Bible come to life. We see the new growth in the spring of the tiny
buds. We see the growth of the leaves, the flowers, the fruits, and vegetables in the summer, we see the
coloring change and harvest of the fall, and we see the hibernation of the winter. After the rain, I always
look for the rainbow--a story I can never forget! 
 
The sin underneath all our sins is to trust the lie of the serpent that we cannot trust the love and

grace of Christ and must take matters into our own hands.

It is so easy to get caught in time to do things for ourselves. God's time is different. It doesn't measure
human expectations but the perfection of God's desire. This quote stands out as I am working my way
through seminary. I know my timeline is a great estimate of what I would like. However, from the start of
my journey, I know that God's way is better than anything I could imagine. I must trust in God to provide
what I need. 

We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.

Faith is a glorious thing. It is faith that brings us out of the darkness of troubles and into the light of
salvation. It is faith that surrounds our hearts and does not let the hurt stay forever. When we have faith in
God, then God is always with us. Life is scary and sometimes lonely; when God is with us, we are never
alone. 

Luther was not a 'perfect' person. He made many people upset, and his words didn't always bode well.
However, he put his energy into God's Word for the goodness of others. And that is something I will
praise and be proud to be a Lutheran! 

Happy Reformation! 

Many Blessings~ 
Tiffany Chipman
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Youth Ministries

Gathering Dates: July 24-28, 2022

ELCA Youth Gathering 2022

Fields of Faith: October 13, 2021
Hayward High School Football Field

6pm 
Music - Faith Testimonies - Prayer Circles -

Fellowship
 

***CrossWay, Oasis, Faith Focus, and Worship
will be on location for this national event at the

football field.***

Sunday, October 31, 2021, we welcome our newest adult member to
First Lutheran Church. 

Lydia Jean Bergschnieder

Join us at the 10 am worship service on Sunday, October 31st to
celebrate in Lydia's Affirmation of Baptism. 

Fundraising Kickoff
Contribution Wall--on the bulletin board outside the Work

Room, you will find envelopes marked "1" through "100". Please
consider helping our youth attend the Youth Gathering by picking

an envelope and donating the dollar amount of what is on the
envelope (example: Envelope #1 equals $1.00)

Tis the season to be jolly!!! It's time again to start our Christmas Program rehearsals, staging,

and costume making. Pre-K through 5th-grade rehearsals will begin at the end of October. 

If you are interested in helping with production, costumes, or stage crew, please contact Tiffany. 

Mark your calendars for this year's Christmas Program on Wednesday, December 22, 2021!
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POD Wednesdays: The Place Of Discipleship

AriseAriseArise

Steppin StonesSteppin StonesSteppin Stones

CrossWay

OasisOasis

Faith FocusFaith Focus

K-5th Grade - Every Wednesday from 3:15 pm - 5 pm:
We are in the swing of another fun year! The children are busy learning about some of Jesus'
famous miracles. They are also working on a fun song for Reformation. We spend our time
learning great stories and lessons, playing games (especially on the playground and at the Gaga
Pit), eating snacks, and a lot of giggles! 

6th Grade & Up - Every Wednesday 8 pm - 9 pm:
Exploring God's word is fascinating. Each week we explore what God's word means in today's society.
We retell stories and lessons, rewrite parables, and dwell in The Word. We focus on what is in our
hearts and pray for the world around us. This group is open to any 6th grade or older. 

Middle School Youth Group (Confirmation) - Every Wednesday from 6:30 pm - 8 pm:
CrossWay is spending this school year working on the answer to the big question: What Does It Take
to Be A Lutheran? We are learning about Martin Luther, the Reformation, the small catechism, First
Lutheran Church, and the ELCA. We share our time through worship, fellowship meal, exploring, and
activities. 

Preschool (Ages 2-5) - Every Wednesday from 5:15 pm - 6:15 pm:
Our preschool children are learning about prayer and talking with God. How do we pray? What do
we pray? Big questions and fun to explore. Our high school youth group members are having fun
leading and playing with our little ones. We read stories, sing songs, play games, and make
projects. 

High School Youth Group - Every Wednesday from 6:30 pm - 8 pm:
Oasis is time dedicated to fellowship of our high school youth. Weekly time is spent between worship,
a meal, and fellowship of faith. Our group explores their time together for discussion of important
topics, playing games, working on group projects, watching movies, or just sitting in calmness. 
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As I studied the lesson for Circle this September, the writer wrote about geese and their habits. I look to
the sky over my lake and see them preparing for their migration south. They are a wonderful example of
God's creation. They have instincts that they are born with and they pass knowledge on to their young
and train and teach until it is migration time. Our lesson compared them to the Holy Spirit. These geese fly
with persistence, courage, and community. The sound of their squawk is distinctive and attention-getting.
I believe that Jesus has instilled in us the ability to hear the distinctive call of the Holy Spirit. We who were
baptized and believed in our Savior left his Spirit within us. The geese migrate and so do we, and no
matter where we go, this wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit goes with us. 

When our people left their homeland migrating to America, the Spirit was with them. When our soldiers
are fighting for our country, the Spirit is with them. The Holy Spirit migrates where ever we go. The Spirit
is there at our lowest moments and celebrates with joy at our highest. If we listen, He gives us guidance
and direction. So through this gift that Jesus left with us here on earth, we can have persistence, courage,
and community just as the geese. 

Holy Spirit (God With Us) guide us as we migrate on our earthly journey. 

Blessings, Linda Gordon

FLCW UPDATES:

Our Women's Groups have begun our Fall Schedules and continue to meet at our normal scheduled times.
All groups are meeting at First Lutheran in the library or the fellowship hall.
     
Koinonia meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00 AM. They watch an interesting DVD and a discussion to
follow. All women are invited, and they can join in at any time. If you have any questions, you can call
Linda Euneau, group leader, at 715-634-3498.

Peace Circle, our morning circle, meets on the second Tuesday of the month, October 12, at 9:45 AM.
They are studying from the Gather Magazine Sept./Oct. Issue "The Gift of the Spirit: A divine wild goose
chase" session 2.  Leader: Pat Olson

Faith, Hope, & Love Circle, our afternoon circle meets at 1:30 PM on Tuesday, October 12. We, too, are
studying from the Gather Magazine Sep. /Oct. Issue "The Gifts of The Spirit: A divine wild goose chase"
Session 2. Leader: Linda Gordon

Jubilee Circle, our evening Circle, meets on the third Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 PM also at the church.
They are watching a DVD on Women of the Bible. If this is a good time for you, please join their Leader
Rhonda Passolt and come and join the ladies. You would be welcomed. If you have questions, call Rhonda
at 715-563-2505. 

If you would like to join either of the circles, there is a copy of the lesson in the outer office at the
church. You are welcome to join our morning, afternoon, or evening circle. 

To all the women who have recently joined our church or who are thinking of joining one of our
women's study groups, you would be welcomed at any of these gatherings. Please join us and fellowship
with us, and study God's word. 

FLCW President, Linda Gordon    

W o m e n  o f  F i r s t  L u t h e r a n

13



The Love of Our Altar

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clip board if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Jeannette the sponsor funds when you sign up.

 
There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know.

Thank you!!!

Eternal Candle Sponsors for October

October Communion Bread Bakers:
October 2/3:
October 9/10:
October 16/17:
October 23/24:
October 30/31:

Kay Sieh
Sandy Ferris
Jean Purtell
Liz Dokkestul
Erinn Bratley

October Altar Guild Schedule:

Linda Graham
Barb Jacobsen
Donna Gilbertson
Donna Gilbertson
Pat Olson

Sat. 9am Sat. 5pm Sun. 8am Sun. 10am

Pam Swanson
Barb Jacobsen
Liz Dokkestul
Donna Gilbertson
Pat Olson

Kay Sieh
Pam Swanson
Paula Gaida
Paula Gaida
Kay Sieh

Sue Reinardy
Linda Graham
Judy Timmermann
Patti Stone
Nancy Woodbeck

October 2/3:
October 9/10:
October 16/17:
October 23/24:
October 30/31:
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The Handchime Choir is looking for another ringer or
two to add to our group this fall. Any past musical
experience is helpful...choir, band, childhood piano
lessons. We will train you and give you an easy part to
play. Ringing is easier than you think! Even David can do
it!! Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:15 pm - 5:55 pm. 
Call Patty VanLandschoot at 715-634-0379

Worships Schedule: 
Saturday, October 9th - 5 pm worship
Sunday, October 17th - 8 am worship
Sunday, October 31st - 10 am worship

Rehearsals: Every Wednesday at 6:05 pm in Room 4.

Chime Choir:

Voice Choir:

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday, October 10th - 10 am worship
Sunday, October 24th - 10 am worship

Practices every Thursday at 6 pm. 

The Spirit Within

Music Ministry
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October 10, 2021: Twentieth Sunday of Pentecost
Preface: Pentecost    Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what
lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and
receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.
(Matt. 5:3)

Readings and Psalm: 
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 (Turn from injustice to the poor, that you may live)
Psalm 90:12-17 (So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12))
Hebrews 4:12-16 (Approach the throne of grace with boldness)
Mark 10:17-31 (Teaching on wealth and reward)

October 3, 2021: Nineteenth Sunday of Pentecost
Preface:  Pentecost     Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another.
Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the
image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. If we love one another, God lives in us and God’s love is perfected in us.
Alleluia. (1 John 4:12)

Readings and Psalm:
Genesis 2:18-24 (Created for relationship)
Psalm 8 (You crown us with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:5))
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 (God has spoken by a Son)
Mark 10:2-16 (Teaching on marriage)

Lectionary Readings

October 17, 2021: Twenty-first Sunday of Pentecost
Preface: Pentecost   Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth.
Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many. Alleluia. (Mark 10:45)

Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 53:4-12 (The suffering servant)
Psalm 91:9-16 (You have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your habitation. (Ps. 91:9))
Hebrews 5:1-10 (Through suffering Christ becomes the source of salvation)
Mark 10:35-45 (Warnings to ambitious disciples)
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F a c e b o o k  M o n t h l y  S t a t s :  
08/23/2021 - 09/19/2021
462 Followers (+11)

***Ages 45 & Up: 82%
***Ages 35-44: 12%
***Ages 25-34: 5%
***Ages 24 & Lower: 1%
36 Average Daily Devotion Viewers (+3)
48Average Sunday Worship Viewers (+15)

First Lutheran Church of Hayward, WI 
Share posts! Invite family and friends!
Comment or like posts. 

I n s t a g r a m  M o n t h l y  S t a t s :  
Last 30 days: 

 
54 Followers

                       
From inspiration to action shots - check out
what is happening. 
Follow us at
https://www.instagram.com/flchaywardwi/ 

October 24, 2021: Twenty-second Sunday of Pentecost
Preface: Pentecost   Color: Green

 
Prayer of the Day: Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our
ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect your
goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for the
heavenly kingdom. Alleluia. (2 Tim. 4:18)

Readings and Psalm
Jeremiah 31:7-9 (The Lord gathers the remnant of Israel)
Psalm 126 (Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5))
Hebrews 7:23-28 (Christ the merciful high priest)
Mark 10:46-52 (Christ healing the blind man Bartimaeus)

October 31, 2021: Reformation Sunday
Preface: Pentecost   Color: Red

 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church
in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. (John 8:31-32)

Readings and Psalm
Jeremiah 31:31-34 (I will write my law in their hearts, says the Lord)
Psalm 46 (The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7))
Romans 3:19-28 (Justified by God’s grace as a gift)
John 8:31-36 (Jesus says, Continue in my word and you will know the truth)
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Men's Bible Study 
Every Tuesday at 8 am in Fellowship Hall. 
Snacks and beverages are provided. 
All men are welcome.

Online Bible Studies are available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.  We
meet Tuesday nights at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 10am. Both
studies are different. Engage in both! Exploring the Bible in a fun and laid
back way. All are welcome. Both studies are led by Pastor Joel and have
fantastic discussions. 
Tuesday Evening (7pm): Zoom link: Click Here to Join
Wednesday Mornings (10am): Zoom link: Click Here to Join

Jubilee will meet on October 19th at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. We
will be studying the Women of the Bible which is a DVD series we
started in 2020 and have enjoyed. All are welcome to join us. No
homework outside of our meeting time. Wonderful group of women.
We'd love to have you join us. If you have any questions, please
contact Rhonda Passolt at 715-563-2502 or 715-634-1062 or email
Rhonda at passolt0826@yahoo.com.

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

Peace Circle will meet on October 13th at 9:45 am
Leader: Pat Olson
We will study from the Gather Magazine “The Gift of the Spirit” Session 2. 

Faith, Hope, & Love Circle will meet on October 13th at 1:30 pm 
Leader: Linda Gordon
We will study from the Gather Magazine “The Gift of the Spirit” Session 2.

Koinonia: A fellowship and community of women. 
Topic: “Thinking about Religion and Violence.”  
Every Tuesday at 8 am in Library.
Bible studies ~ Conversations ~ Connections
All women are welcome.

Adult Faith Forum is BACK!!!! 
Starting on Sunday, September 19th
9:05am-9:55am - Fellowship Hall
All are welcome. This year's study will be the scripture for the following
week's worship. 
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                                                              A community meal is served in Fellowship Hall or takeout at First 
                                                              Lutheran Church every Wednesday evening at 5:00 pm.

                                                              The meal is free of charge, or if you wish, you may make a free 
                                                              will donation. The meals are nutritious and are prepared and 
                                                              served by volunteers from the Church congregation, as well as 
                                                              volunteers within the community.

If you wish to help in this important ministry, please look at the sign-up sheets hanging at the
Welcome Center. See who is in charge for the month and give them call or sign-up to help.

Sharing a meal is one of the simplest ways to remember Christ and to keep His love and affection
closest to you. First Foodies is a place to share your favorite recipes with your friends. Join in the

celebration of food by submitting a favorite recipe...complex or simple, a few or many ingredients.
Whatever you love to share! Have a fun and tasty recipe for November?

Sent it to Tiffany Chipman by October 15th!

First Foodies:

Monthly Overseer:
 

Patty Treland
Thank you!!!

September  Weekly Meal Sponsors: 

September 1:
September 8:
September 15:
September 22:
September 29:

Beehive Botanicals
Patty & Friends
Patty & Friends
Ventures
Hayward Lions

W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r

Pumpkin Fluff Dip by: Connie  (Vallem) Carlson

1 can (15 oz) Pumpkin
1 pkg (3.4 oz) Jello Vanilla Instant Pudding Mix
1 tsp. Pumpkin Pie Spice

Mix the above ingredients together in a 
large bowl with a whisk. 
Stir in 1 tub (8oz) thawed Cool Whip. 

Refrigerate at least 1 hour before serving. 

Serve with Nilla Wafers, Gingersnaps, or Triscuit Brown Rice Crackers
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Giving Options: 
We have several online ways to contribute

to First Lutheran Church ministries.
  

Online Giving at
https://onrealm.org/FirstLutheranCh4956

6/give/now
 

Text Giving is now available!
Text: FLC54843 to

73256
A link will be provided. Click the link to be

directed to the online giving. 
 

Automatic withdrawal from your banking
account.  You may set the amount of your

contribution, the date, the frequency.
Contact the office for more information.

Website Highlights: 
Upcoming Events

Be sure to continue to visit First
Lutheran’s website for the latest in
events that can be found in the box

titled “Coming Up!” on the home page.
 

Daily Devotionals
Check out the home page: there is a

new devotional every day by Pastor Joel
Bacon. Each devotion is posted around

9am or can be caught "live" on
Facebook at 7:30am.  

 
Weekly Worship Services

Worship services are available online
through Facebook or our website every

Sunday at 8am. 
 

If you have additional ideas for our
website or updates, please contact Sue
Reinardy at sreinardy@centurytel.net

“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the

ELCA.  Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation

are not a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30. 
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,

or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.

Website Wanderings
Check out our First Lutheran Church Website at: http://www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org

Day 1 Sponsors: 
September 12       in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
September 26       in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family

https://www.facebook.com/pg/firstlutheranhaywardwi/about

"Day 1" Radio Ministry
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God's work.  Our hands.
We are a Church that is deeply rooted—and always being made new.

If anyone is in Christ...
We are deeply rooted.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is still comparatively new as a
Church body, and yet our roots are much deeper than our 25 years together.  The taproot of our
life extends through the histories of predecessor Churches in the United States, through the
formative witness of the 16th century evangelical reformers and their confessional writings, to the
Scriptures and the word of Christ.  Our life is in Jesus Christ.  We are deeply rooted in his word of
forgiveness and the promises of God’s steadfast love and mercy.  The word of Christ dwells in us
richly.  God nourishes us as one body in Jesus Christ with companions from around the globe who
meet us at Christ’s table of grace.
…there is a new creation
We are being made new every day.  In Jesus Christ we are not unchanged.  What God does in Christ
is as radical as the death and resurrection of baptism, where new creatures in Christ rise to live “no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.”  God is bringing that new
creation to life among us in the ministry of reconciliation.  In that service we no longer see each
other as we did before.  We are no longer strangers, competitors or enemies to each other.  We are
beloved companions in one body, restored to a communion where the rich diversity of our
experiences, wisdom and abilities serve the common good in Christ.  The new creation in Christ
rises to life among us every day.

Office Hours: Weekly Bulletin:
Monday - Thursday
       8:30—4:00
Friday                  
      8:30—12:00

If you would like to submit
information for the weekly

bulletin, it is due to 
Tiffany Chipman by 4:00pm each

Tuesday

ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
newsletter are to be sent to

Tiffany Chipman  
by 4:00pm on October 15th

for the November First Word

First Lutheran Staff

Joel Bacon                                Pastor                                           pastorjoel@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
                                                  Business Manager                      
Tiffany Chipman                      Youth and Education Director  tchipman@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
                                                  & Office Administrator
Ray Austin                                Building and Grounds               ray@firstlutheranhaywardwi.net
Patty Van Landschoot            Choir Director                             davidjv@centurytel.net
Rebecca Iverson                     Organist                                       beckyiverson@charter.net
Patty Treland                           Volunteer Coordinator              ptreland@gmail.com

Phone:  715-634-2141
Mail:       P.O. Box 346
               Hayward, WI 54843

First Word:

Contact Us: 
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Mary Beaver
John Schuenzel
Phil Pierce
Emily Hutchison
Rosalie Schreiber
Kari Costa
Keith Schuman
Shirley Tiffany

Our Caring Prayers:

Care Partners Assisted Living  
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Byerly
Ralph and Carol Cornell
Vi Jacobson
Colleen Moreland

Clare Jacobson
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Joyce Zaspel
Henry Aukee
Palmer and Fern McCoy

Care Centers: 

Chronic & Long-term Illness:

Aspen Acres    
10214 Rock Creek Rd 
Hayward, WI 54843

Irene Ahrenkiel
Dorothy Hedman

Country Terrace    
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health Center 
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843

Water’s Edge              
11044 N State Rd 77   
 Hayward, WI 54843

Liz Webber
Janis Bergum

Care Center:

Assisted Living:

John Jaeckel
John Bihun
Don Sheehan

Please Pray For: 

Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
 

LWR coffee is available for purchase 

  

Coffee choices include: 

Dark Roast - Whole Bean 
Dark Roast - Ground 

Medium Roast - Whole Bean 
Medium Roast - Ground 
Decaffeinated - Ground

 

Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during office hours
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Business Manager Position: 
The applicant needs to have training in accounting and possess
financial skills.  They should be very familiar with QuickBooks, Word,
and Excel. Skills in Publisher, PowerPoint, and others are helpful. 
 Applicants should be self-starting, motivated, and well-organized. 
 This is a full-time position with a flexible schedule and benefits.  If
interested please complete an application form (available on our
website) and submit a resume to First Lutheran Church, PO Box
346, Hayward, WI or email to rkirchdoerfer@gmail.com.

Who's In The Picture? 

Be part of a team to explore past photos. 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021
3 pm
Pastor Joel's Office
Anyone who wants to look through old church photos
and help identify some of the people and happenings in
them and maybe even provide the historical context.

Winter Clothing Drive
The Outreach Committee will be collecting jackets,
snow pants, and boots for the Hayward and LCO

schools.  Items can be new or gently used, as long
as they are clean.  This clothing drive will be held

from October 17th to November 1st.  Please place
items in the boxes in the Narthex.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Thank you for the prayers, cards, phone
calls and offers to help during my shoulder
replacement surgery.  Thank you to Betty

and John for the rides to appointments and
to Carol and Liz for help with grocery

shopping.  Peace Be With You   Jean Friske
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GUEST ESSAY 
Nothing Could Prepare Me for Watching My Wife Slip Away - Aug. 24, 2021

By Tom Coughlin

Mr. Coughlin, a two-time Super Bowl-winning head coach, led the New York Giants, Jacksonville Jaguars and
Boston College Eagles.

                                      Someone recently asked me why my wife, Judy, isn’t in any of the photos from our 
                                      Jay Fund Foundation events, and it was with a heavy heart that I had to explain. 
                                      For the past year, I’ve been torn between protecting my wife’s dignity and privacy 
                                      and sharing some deeply personal and sad news. It’s only after some reflection 
                                      that I’ve come to the conclusion that what my family and I are experiencing may 
                                      be helpful for others to read.

                                      As so many of you are gearing up for another N.F.L. season, I will be sitting far 
                                      from the sidelines, at the bedside and holding the hand of my biggest supporter, 
                                      my beloved wife, the mother of our children and a grandmother to our 
                                      grandchildren.

                                      After several years of doctors trying to pinpoint the disease that has been slowly 
                                      taking her from us, Judy was diagnosed with progressive supranuclear palsy in 
                                      2020. It is a brain disorder that erodes an individual’s ability to walk, speak, think 
                                      and control body movements. It steals memories and the ability to express 
                                      emotions and, sadly, is incurable.

Our hearts are broken. Judy has been everything to our family. For the past four years, we’ve helplessly
watched her go from a gracious woman with a gift for conversation, hugging all the people she met and
making them feel they were the most important person in the room, to losing almost all ability to speak
and move.

She used to enjoy planning family get-togethers, going for morning walks and caring for her
rosebushes; however, those activities are but distant memories. Her days are now filled with lying in
bed, watching the Hallmark Channel, sitting in a wheelchair in the sun and receiving round-the-clock
care. And what’s worse, she is trapped inside a body that will not allow her to be the person she was.
Judy’s decline has been nothing but gut-wrenching and has placed me in a club with the tens of millions
of other Americans who serve as a primary caregiver for a loved one. Admittedly, transitioning from
being with an N.F.L. franchise to full-time caregiver wasn’t easy. It’s still not easy. The playbook is either
changing by the minute or so numbingly repetitious, you lose track of time and self.

The first year I was home was frustrating. Judy had always taken care of everything at the house, and I
had always thrived on the structure of football. That was gone, and I was lousy at my new job. I would
constantly tell myself, “I shouldn’t be here.” But now, even though I am still lousy at being at home, I
know there is no other place I could ever be.

I’ve learned firsthand caregiving is all-consuming. It is mentally and physically exhausting. Sometimes
you just need a break. When Judy is having a good day, then my day is good. But then there are dark
days — those days that are so full of frustration and anger, they have me feeling like a failure and
pondering the unfairness of the disease. I’ve spent my entire life preparing for some of the biggest
games a person could play, but nothing can prepare you to be a caregiver who has to watch a loved
one slip away.

I am not seeking sympathy. It’s the last thing I want. It’s the last thing that most caregivers want. Taking
care of Judy is a promise I made 54 years ago when she was crazy enough to say “I do.” I do want the
players I coached in college and in the N.F.L. who thought all my crazy ideas about discipline,
commitment and accountability ended when they left the field to know that is not the case. The truth is
that is when those qualities matter most. A friend said we don’t get to choose our sunset, and that’s
true, but I am so blessed to get to hold Judy’s hand through hers.
Judy and I, of course, are not alone in this. I want to apologize to my Elite Eight — our children and their
spouses. They have had to bear the brunt of my frustrations because of my inability to deal with all the
emotions that pile up day after day. I know how difficult this has been for them, and I thank them for
their patience. And to all those who are caring for a loved one, take a break when you need it and don’t
be too hard on yourselves. It’s not easy. And for all those wondering how they can help, it’s simple:
Don’t forget about the caregivers.

Credit...A.J. Mast for 
The New York Times
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Greeters
Volunteers stand at the door to openly
welcome and greet every one as they join us
in worship. This volunteer job only takes
about 15 minutes prior to each service. 

Ushers
Our volunteer ushers stay busy each
service. They ring the bells, pass out
bulletins, count attendees, collect offerings,
and dismiss pews for communion. Like to be
a busybody, this is the "job" for you! 

Projectionist
Every worship has a PowerPoint
presentation to accompany the service. A
volunteer is needed to sit at the computer
to follow along with the worship and
advance the slides. 

Videographer
The videographer is responsible for
recording and streaming the 8 am worship
service each Sunday. This volunteer starts
the live-stream program on the computer
and operates the camera throughout the
service. 

Communion Assistants
Accompanying the pastor and assistant
minister, communion assistants help serve
communion at each worship service.  

Assistant Ministers

Join the pastor in leading worship. Duties
include: reading the assigned scriptures and
assisting with serving communion. 
Jane Wikum leads this ministry. Please
contact her if you would like to join. 

Coffee Host:

Prepare (or purchase) some sweet treats to
share between worship services on
Sundays. Coffee Hosts start the coffee in the
morning and set out snacks to share with
our friends. Set up by 8:45 am and clean up
at 10:00 am. 

Wondering how you can help with worship service? Wondering what each job does? Look no further! 

Each week we need 21 people to help with worship. Sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Center. 

Please consider signing up and helping worships run smoothly!

Directions for all volunteer positions are readily available. 
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Jamey & Dee Arnold
Jim& Tiffany Chipman
Randy & Kris Neumann
Jim & Barb Onarheim
John & Rhonda Passolt
Kenneth & Lisa Schmock
Tim & Kirsten Strottman

Logan Abric
Bruce Anderson
Ray Austin
Donna Badal
Robert Badal
Mark Berquist
Erinn Bratley
Kyleigh Brueggeman
Richard Buchman
Brady Campbell
Jim Chipman
Darren Clifford
Mary Doig
Dave Dokkestul
Ianna Eklund
Kyle Fredrickson
Bryn Hand
Kay Hawksford
Leah Hawksford
Clare Jacobson
Blaize Jerome
Ardie Littlefield
Ian Malcolm

Each month we take a moment to celebrate
the birthdays and anniversaries of our
friends at First Lutheran. Let's take this time
to pray for joyful birthdays and
anniversaries. Please do not call the office
for actual dates or ages. 

Ashley Martinson
Kathy McCoy
David Napieralski
Stephen Neff
Stacy Nowak
Constance Olson
Nate Olson
Jim Onarheim
Ricki Opfer
Lucille Peet
Diane Pierce
Kathleen Polich
Carole Rusch
Marlo Schield
Jim Schreiber
Robert Simons
Dave Sonby
Madeline Strapon
Lori Thompson
Brooke Torstenson
Beckett Treland
Ryan Turner
Emily Wohling
Travis Hand
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Worship With Us!

Wednesdays: 6:30 pm

Saturdays: 5 pm

Sundays: 8am* & 10am 

*Live on Facebook

Everyone is Welcome!

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 346

Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

10680 Main Street
Hayward, Wisconsin

715-634-2141
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org
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