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When I arrived in March of 2017 we had four clerical workers, one property manager, a part-time youth
director, and two musicians.  Now we have ONE clerical worker, one property manager, one part-time
Children, Youth and Family Coordinator, and two musicians.  And we are without a doubt doing more
today than we were six and a half years ago.
Since I asked the simple question, “If it is the 21st century how come we don’t have a door opener?” a lot
has happened.  The flooring project was already in process.  But we went to a lighting project.  Pew
cushions and kneelers followed.  As did a kitchen project.  And a parking lot and winterizing the garage.  A
Holy Spirit mobile was added.  And then there is a playground, the Audio/Visual project, and the
Columbarium/Memory Wall.  Let’s not forget new chairs and sidewalk.  And I am forgetting some stuff.  And
in the middle of that adapting to a pandemic and developing a long-range plan.
We will easily, by this coming Christmas, have spent well over $500,000 over the years.  And we have built
wells in Malawi, supported Missionaries in MAF, supported pantries, and increased our benevolence to the
ELCA.  This summer we sent a couple van loads of kids to camp.  And Operation Christmas – that is just a
continuous ‘Wow!’ 
The amazing thing about this is that it happened without a capital campaign.
And all the social aspects have complemented this investment as well.  
The key is pride.  When members are proud they make improvements and invest in welcoming and future
and growth.  Pride is a good thing.  Hubris is problematic, but pride makes us want to do good things and
pride makes us want to share it with others.  Hubris makes us want to circle the wagons, form an echo
chamber, and make our world small. 
In my neighborhood growing up, whenever someone built a garage, they hosted the neighborhood over. 
 Built a deck, same thing.  It was because they were proud.  
The core of the Church is the invitation from the Gospel of John “Come and see.”  When we are proud of a
place the “Come and see” comes easier.  The social expressions of the Church, fellowship, evangelism,
outreach, worship, music, education, and embody “Come and see” in their planning, in their speaking, and
in their doing.
Pride is contagious.  “Come and see” gets easier and easier and becomes more natural.  The generosity of
time, spirit, and property becomes normal.
First Lutheran is full of people and is drawing people, who want to experience grace and be useful for
God’s world.  As we continue to tweak and improve what we do, and as we say “Yes” to new things, and say
goodbye to some dinosaurs that no longer serve us, the important thing is to never take it for granted,
never rest on our laurels.  Positive energy needs to be lovingly maintained so that we are always moving in
the right direction.  Never take for granted that our place is set, we can relax now - ask Sears and Kodak
how that hubris worked out for them.
Let’s keep things going in a good direction.  And it is OK to be proud.

In Christ,
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Memorial & Endowment Notes:
Plant your seeds now and trust in the Lord that these seeds will bear

fruit even when you are gone.

Columbarium/Memorial Wall Update:

Please keep August 4th in mind for any M & E requests.  The committee meets on August 9th at 4:15
pm to discuss applications that have been received prior to the meeting.  Just a reminder to use our
online application.  We look forward to reviewing requests and distributing funds to help with your next
project or idea.

Students feel free to request financial assistance with your college tuition.

Thank you to Jim Schreiber for five years of service on the Memorial and Endowment committee.  We
would also like to welcome Connie Shield back to the committee. She will complete the last year of Jim’s
term.  We are also happy to report that Sherry Beckman and Teri Lundeen will continue to serve
another three-year term.

We can now get an idea of what the Memorial Garden will look like. The cement work has been
completed and the Memorial Plaques that have been ordered are mounted. The Columbarium is
scheduled to arrive in the late summer or early fall. The costs of a Memorial Plaque or Columbarium
niche still remain the same, but this cannot be guaranteed in the future. Right now the cost of a plaque is
$400.00 and a niche that holds two urns is $2,900.00. A one-urn niche is $2,700.00. Engraving of the
plaque and niche plates will be included in the cost. Also, the niche price includes an urn and perpetual
care. Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated. 
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children, youth, and family ministries
BIBLE CAMP ROCKED!

Six of our younger kids attended a weekend camp called “Seeds” at Wapo Lutheran Bible Camp near Amery,
WI. Their time at camp was filled with games, campfires, cabin devotions, arts & crafts, beach bash, worship,
singing, eating and snacking, and Bible Study. The kids made new friends, enjoyed the beautiful outdoors,
and learned through experience that God was with them as they were away from their parents, some for the
first time overnight. 

(Photo for our use
only.  Posted by
permission)



Six of our tween girls attended a full week of Bible Camp at Wapo at the end of June. Some tears were shed,
but not at drop-off. The tears came on the final day when no one wanted it to end!  A peek into their journals
showed entries like this: “I learned that God is love, patience, and peace.” “I learned that God has time for
everyone.” “I LOVED chapel and campfires because we worshipped God by singing and dancing!” “I made so
many cool new friends!”  It is unanimous that everyone wants to return next year!  See the bulletin board in
the church hallway by the offices for more fun camp photos.

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY 2023-24
Details for Terrific Tuesdays, Confirmation, and High School are being formulated throughout the summer. I
continue to be grateful for the guidance and support of our Children, Youth & Family Leadership Team of
Dan & Stacey Bergschnieder, Alison Menk, Rhonda Passolt, Janet Rivard, Kris Treland-Neumann, and Sari
Torstenson.  These folks are passionate about the faith formation of the next generations!  Questions and
feedback about children, youth & family ministry at First Lutheran may be shared with any of these people as
well as myself.

Recently-formed Confirmation Leadership Team

Bob Badal, Julie Jolivette, Dave Napieralski, Jill Reiche, and Jeff Reiche. 

 The purpose/goal of this new team is to create a mission-focused curriculum and plan that sends youth
(6th-12th grade) out equipped and eager to use their God-given strengths and personalities in the world for
Jesus’ sake. Rather than a “short-term program,” we are looking for a plan that will cultivate deeper
continuous faith experiences that positively impact and sustain for a lifetime. God brought together just the
right people for the task!  We have been diligently meeting and are excited about the direction our work is
taking. Details will be communicated in the near future and families can rest assured good experiences await
their youth this fall!

Schedules and registration for K-12 will be sent to families by mid-August.

children, youth, and family ministries
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Purls of Prayer

Saturday, August 19th @ 9:30am
Located in the Church Library

Are you interested in knitting or crocheting prayer
shawls or for charity?

Join us each month, no experience is needed. We can
provide all supplies and instructions.

FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUN
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The group will meet every Monday. 

The group meets at random locations at 5:00 pm. 
 Please contact Jim Schreiber

TABLE TALK

BIKING

Cover Girls
 August 10th & 17th from 9 am to 11 am

Tuesday, August 8th @ 6:30 pm

Where:  Hatchery Creek Park

Topic: Are Christians Allowed to Hate or Be Indifferent? If God is
Love is Hate a Heresy?

Potluck at 6:30 pm discussion follows



SMALL GROUPS &
STUDIES

Men's Bible Study 
Every Tuesday at 8 am in Fellowship Hall.
Snacks and beverages are provided. 
All men are welcome.

Koinonia: A fellowship and community of women. 
Topic: DVD & Discussion
Every Tuesday at 8 am in the  Church Library.
Bible studies ~ Conversations ~ Connections
All women are welcome. 

Online Bible Study is available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend.  We will
meet on Tuesday nights at 7 pm and  Wednesday mornings at 10 am.
Explore the Bible in a fun and laid-back way. It will be led by Pastor Joel, with
a fantastic discussion. 
Zoom link: Click Here to Join  or on our website at – First Lutheran Church
www.firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/outreach/virtually

7

Jubilee Circle does not meet in the summer. Jubilee will start up again in
September. Jubilee Circle meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm.
Please contact Rhonda Passolt with any questions at 715-563-2502, 715-634-
1062, or passolt0826@yahoo.com.

FLC Women are invited to a Luncheon and Bible Study with Pastor Joel on
Tuesday, August 8th at Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch 
will be provided by the FLCW - all are welcome!!  

FLC Women are invited to a Luncheon and Bible Study with Pastor Joel on
Tuesday, August 8th at Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch 
will be provided by the FLCW - all are welcome!!  

FLC Women are invited to a Luncheon and Bible Study with Pastor Joel on
Tuesday, August 8th at Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch 
will be provided by the FLCW - all are welcome!!  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE5xSLp3go/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83262798939?pwd=aGlVbWxiaVl0YTYyanR4SXI2NDhyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83262798939?pwd=aGlVbWxiaVl0YTYyanR4SXI2NDhyZz09
https://firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/outreach/virtually/
mailto:passolt0826@yahoo.com


Everyone has a story

Many times we don’t take the time to listen to the “story” of others we meet.   We forget Jesus' example of
eating, talking, and caring for all kinds of people – the tax collector, the woman at the well, the ill, or the blind.  
On a trip we were on I certainly forgot this lesson!  The trip involved sightseeing on a bus.  Ms. Loud Traveler
really felt she needed to sit in the front seat all the time (a bad knee).  The tour guide was accommodating
and Ms Loud Traveler wasn’t a complainer she just asked a lot of questions and required a lot of attention! 
 To be honest I tried to avoid her as much as possible during the trip.  
On the flight home, I’m getting settled in the middle seat and Ms Loud Traveler ends up having the seat next
to me.  As you can imagine I tried not to roll my eyes but I was thinking this was going to be a long flight.  We
made polite quiet conversation and in the process, I learned that her husband had Alzheimer’s and was in
the nursing home.  Her friend who was traveling with her had already lost her husband to Alzheimer’s. These
two ladies were supporting each other and taking a short break from their life at home.  What a humbling
experience!  I had judged her unfairly.  
As we meet others along our journey of life, may we take the time to realize that they have a “story” too that
has shaped their lives.   
Our second summer gathering of First Lutheran Church Women will be on Tuesday, August 8 at noon. . 
 There will be a luncheon and Bible Study with Pastor Joel leading the study.   Lunch will be provided by the
FLCW!!  All are welcome to attend.  

May you enjoy the rest of your summer,
 Carol Schmidt
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W o m e n  o f  F i r s t  L u t h e r a n

 First Lutheran Church Women
Join us for luncheon and Bible Study with
Pastor Joel on Tuesday, August 8, 2023, at
noon, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Lunch will be provided by the FLCW this
time!   All are welcome!  Hope to see you
there.  

       Willkommen
 Oktoberfest German Dinner

Thursday, September 7th, 2023, 5:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall

Adult tickets are $20.00 each Children 12 and
under $8.00 each.

Tickets will be available on Sundays in the
Narthex or during the week in the church
office.

All proceeds will go towards the purchase of a
well in Malawi.

Menu: Beef Rouladen, Spaetzel, Red Cabbage,
Relishes, Dark Bread, Dessert, and Beverage



August 5/6:
August 12/13:
August 19/20:
August 26/27:

Dave & Linda Napieralski
Jan Wege
Georgia Frye
Jean Friske
Bill Olson

The Love of Our Altar

Music Ministry
The Spirit Within Choir:

In memory of our parents
In memory of Bert Wege
In memory of godmother, Imogene Hicks
In memory of Mel Friske
In memory of Margie Olson

Eternal Candle Sponsors for August

Worships: 
Sunday, August 13th, 9:30 am

Practices: Thursdays at 4:30 pm

Worships: 
Sunday, August 6th, 9:30 am
Saturday, August 12th, 5 pm
Sunday, August 20th, 9:30 am

Rehearsals: Every Wednesday at 6:00 pm

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clipboard if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Tanya the sponsor funds when you sign up.

There is room for more Eternal Candle Sponsors, please sign up and let the office know. Thank you!

August Communion Bread Bakers:
Maran Bacon
Judy Timmerman
Kay Sieh
Liz Dokkestul
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2023
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH | 10680 MAIN ST, HAYWARD, WI 54843

8:30 AM - REGISTRATION ★ 9:00 AM - WALK BEGINS
9:30-10:30AM - BREAKFAST/SILENT AUCTION

WALK vs. ALS
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If you ask people to list their favorite hymns, the list will go something like this: 
Favorite Hymns

Abide With Me
Beautiful Savior
Amazing Grace
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
Children of the Heavenly Father
I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
The Old Rugged Cross

And the more contemporary ones: 
On Eagle's Wings
You Are Holy
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
These hymns have made a difference in our lives; they shape our theology, bringing generations together.
Simply put, these hymns have made a difference.
There may be no more burglary-safe possession than a hymn or song that we know by heart. Very few
people have died with a sermon on their lips, but many have a memorized hymn text in their very last life
moment.
Our First Lutheran Choir enjoys learning new anthems to sing on Sundays, but also loves when we do one of
the old standards. We need these songs to nourish our thoughts and sustain our spirits. Singing is very
simply---a joy.
Thanks be to God for poets, hymn writers, church musicians, choir directors, and especially choir members.
They give us lovely gifts of music.
Humans are the only ones who can sing in harmony. Birds sing, winds blow haunting tunes occasionally, and
fat tire bikers have a wonderful "whirring" sound at the start, but only we can do organized harmonies. God
created us with voices for singing and feet for dancing to rhythms. Life's beginnings, baptisms, birthdays,
confirmations, weddings, and funerals all have a component of music to them.
It's been said that "Americans aren't singing anymore" and it's partly true, but Lutherans are still hanging on
to the tradition of singing the great hymns of the church.
Our choir at FLC is small but loyal and unbelievably dedicated. We would love to grow, but need your help.
Come join us on Wednesday nights at 6:00 to rehearse as we sing our praises to God. We sing three times a
month, year around, and would love to have you join us. All voice parts are needed.

With a song in your heart,

Patty VanLandSchoot

AN  EVANGEL I C A L  M I NUTE
 
 
 

Living Our Lives With Faith

I think we can agree our lives are filled with times of interest and experiences.  In fact, it brings to mind a special
prayer for me:
"O'God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden,
through, perils of unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and that your love is supporting us through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.  Amen"
Each of us may have different ways our lives have moved forward. However, our lives of faith bring us together, 
 for following Jesus is a way of life.  What a calming and comforting thing to focus on as we moved forward in
time.
O most precious Lord, through the sacred everlasting love connection we have with you, may we strengthen our
connection with others of faith as we work to help others and we go about our individual lives moving forward
mirroring our faith.

In Christ,
Amen



August 13, 2023: 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. Alleluia. (Ps. 130:5)
Readings and Psalm
1 Kings 19:9-18 (The Lord speaks to Elijah on Mount Horeb)
Psalm 85:8-13 (I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8))
Romans 10:5-15 (Hearing and confessing the word of faith)
Matthew 14:22-33 (Jesus walking on the sea)

August 20, 2023: 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you.
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may
be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and cured every sickness
among the people. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:23)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (A house of prayer for all peoples)
Psalm 67 (Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3))
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 (God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile)
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 (The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter)

August 6, 2023: 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface:  Sundays  Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation
with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food
fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
 mouth of God. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:4)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 55:1-5 (Eat and drink that which truly satisfies)
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16))
Romans 9:1-5 (The glory of God’s people Israel)
Matthew 14:13-21 (Christ feeding five thousand)
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Lectionary Readings
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August 27, 2023: 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Preface: Sundays Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Alleluia. (Matt. 16:16)
Readings and Psalm
Isaiah 51:1-6 (The enduring foundation of God’s salvation)
Psalm 138 (O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8))
Romans 12:1-8 (One body in Christ, with gifts that differ)
Matthew 16:13-20 (The profession of Peter’s faith)

Monthly Overseer:

Kathy McCoy

Thank you!!!

July 5th:             Kathy McCoy
July 12th:           Linda Graham
July 19th:           Kathy McCoy
July 26th:           Hayward Lions Club

FINANCIAL FOCUS
This area  intentionally left blank

W e d n e s d a y
N i g h t  S u p p e r

         
                      

               
        

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING TO THE LORD’S
WORK THROUGH FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tanya Ullom
Business Manager
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July  Weekly Meal Sponsors: 
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Our Deepest Sympathies

Jean M. Christiansen
August 26, 1941 ~ June 14, 2023 (age 81)

Jean M. Christiansen, age 81, of Seeley WI, passed away Wednesday, June 14, 2023, at her home in Seeley. 
 She was born in Chippewa Falls, WI on August 26, 1941, to Harry and Mabel (Erickson) Mittlesdorf.

Jean grew up on a farm in Colfax, WI.  In 1958 she moved to Hayward and married Ervin Christiansen on
June 4, 1960.  They had 4 children.

Jean had a strong work ethic in and out of the home.  She worked at the wreath factory in Hayward for
many years, Telemark in housekeeping, and her favorite was the 2 nursing homes in Hayward.  Being a
nurse’s aide, she made strong connections with a lot of the residents.  She loved being outdoors tending to
her flowers.  She had a beautiful yard!  The Nelson Lake dam was her favorite spot to go fishing.  She’d go
by herself but loved when family tagged along too.

She was survived by 3 children, Julie May (Peter), Brian Christiansen (Josie), and Joy Hayden (Bruce); 4
grandchildren, Michael and Philip Christiansen, Tessa, and Leah Hayden; 2 step-grandsons, Shawn and
Shane Oemig; a sister, Irene Cook of Bloomer; one brother-in-law Barry Gobler of Hayward; one sister-in-
law Carol Mittlesdorf of Hayward.

In addition to her parents, Jean is preceded in death by an infant daughter, Lori Ann; Husband, Ervin
Christiansen; 3 sisters, Marian Whight, Sally Prill, Harriet Gobler; 3 brothers, Emery, David, and Larry
Mittlesdorf.

There was a private burial at Riverside Cemetery in Seeley for the family.  A Celebration of Life was held
from noon to 4 PM on Saturday, July 8, 2023, at the Lenroot Town Hall.

The family would like to thank Regional Hospice of Hayward and especially nurse Maria.



“Day 1”, a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the

ELCA.  Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation

are not a part of their daily lives.  The cost per broadcast is $30. 
We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3).  These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,

or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.

Day 1 Sponsors: 
August 13                in memory of Don Harms by Judy and Family
August 27                in memory of Doug Wikum and Bill and Diane Weinstock by Jane and Family

"Day 1" Radio Ministry

15

Joel Bacon                              Pastor                                            Pastor@flchaywardwi.org 
Tanya Ullom                           Business Manager                       Office@flchaywardwi.org                                         
Julie Jolivette                           Youth & Family Coordinator       julie.jolivette5@gmail.com
Ray Austin                               Building and Grounds                 Property@flchaywardwi.org 
Patty Van Landschoot           Choir Director                               davidjv@centurytel.net
Scott Gordon                          Organist                                        cscottgordon1@gmail.com

First Lutheran Staff

Contact Us: 
Phone:  715-634-2141
Mail:       P.O. Box 346 Hayward, WI  54843
              

Monday - Thursday
       8:30—4:00
Friday                  
      8:30—12:00

Office Hours: 
If you would like to submit
information for the weekly

bulletin, it is due to 
the church office by 4:00pm

each Tuesday

Weekly Bulletin:
ALL ARTICLES for the First Word

newsletter are to be sent to
Tanya Ullom

by 4:00pm on August 15th for
the September First Word

 

First Word:

http://centurytel.net/
mailto:cscottgordon1@gmail.com


Our Caring Prayers:

Care Partners Assisted Living  
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Care Centers: 

Chronic & Long-term Illness:

Aspen Acres    
10214 Rock Creek Rd 
Hayward, WI 54843

Sharron Probyn
Rose Frisch

Country Terrace    
10260 White Birch Lane
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health Center 
10775 Nyman Avenue
Hayward, WI 54843

Water’s Edge              
11044 N State Rd 77   
 Hayward, WI 54843

Liz Webber
Janis Bergum
Joanne Lamphear

Care Center:

John Jaeckel
Don Sheehan
Kay Edwards

Please Pray For: 

Anna Suzan
Dawn Saxum

Lutheran World Relief Coffee
 

LWR coffee is available for purchase 
  

Coffee choices include: 
Dark Roast - Whole Bean 

Dark Roast - Ground 
Medium Roast - Whole Bean 

Medium Roast - Ground 
Decaffeinated - Ground

Hazelnut-Ground
 

Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during 
office hours.

Ralph and Carol Cornell
Colleen Moreland

Assisted Living:
Karen Luebke
Dennis Marquardt
Gene Nelson
Henry Aukee
Fern McCoy
Barb Klippel
Jane Wikum

John Schuenzel
Phil Pierce
Rosalie Schreiber
Will Wege
John Malchow
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Worship With Us!
Saturdays: 5 pm

Sundays: 9:30* am
*Live on Facebook

Everyone is Welcome!

16
10680 Main Street

Hayward, WI  54843
715-634-2141

www.flchaywardwi.org

http://desktop/
http://www.flchaywardwi.org/

