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From the Pastor's Desk

Happy New Year, 2024

It is often that people will say something thinking they are wise while proving the opposite.
Survival of the fittest is often cited in referring to a strong, unchanging creature. But that is
a swing and a miss. Look at the cottontails and the snowshoe hares around us. The
snowshoe hares around here are way down because they have lost their habitat, are
suffering heavy predation, and they cannot adjust. Cottontails meanwhile have changed
their dietary and nesting habits and migrated to where there are less predators. The
cottontails adapted. Whitetail deer are amazingly adaptable creatures, much more than
mule deer, and their numbers and range show it.

It is not survival of the fittest, snowshoe hares are very fit, it is survival of the most
adaptable. Those who acknowledge changing realities and accommodate the changes
necessary are the ones who make it. | have been extremely fortunate to have been
surrounded by people who help First adapt to the new realities of the 21st Century, social
media, the latest pandemic, family scheduling, movable sabbaths, etc. We adapted the
traditional offering plate and encouraged electronic giving which steadies our financial ship.
And now we need to adapt to the online community and figure out how giving can be
included in that group as well. And we will. And they will know the joy of generosity, too.

First is a busy and generous Church with many and myriad ways to give time and money.
First adapts to changing realities to keep giving to the world the forgiveness, the grace, the
promise of eternity, and the opportunity to do good, the four eternal cornerstones of the
thriving church.

| enter the new year with confidence - not because | can see around the corner the next
happening - but because we have always nurtured and had highly intelligent, faithful and

hard working people who have met whatever challenge came their way.

Happy New Year,

7 //40



Memorial & Endowment Notes:
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Our winter grant cycle is available. Please complete the online form for consideration by February 7th or if
you prefer, you can download the form and drop it off or mail it in to be included in the discussion at the
committee meeting scheduled for Monday, February 12th. This date has changed from our regularly
scheduled Wednesdays.

At our November meeting the committee awarded several grants:

Operation Christmas funding, ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran World Relief, Hymnal Books for Water's Edge
Services, Four Student College Scholarships, ELCA Fund for Leaders, Area Food Shelves, Salvation Army,
Quilt of Valor, and FLC Kitchen supplies.

Contact Kris Treland-Neumann (chair), Trisha Brassill, Terri Lundeen, Laurie Jacobs, Dave Napieralski,
Connie Shield or Sherry Beckman with any questions you may have regarding making a request from either
the Memorial or Endowment funds.

Here is the online form link info: https:/ffirstlutheranhaywardwi.org/general-request-form/

O rm————————————————————————————C)
AN EVANGELICAL MINUTE

Walking With Jesus

Our Advent time for this year has begun, giving us the season leading up to the birth of our
messiah, Jesus, and how he will come again. During our Advent journey | have always felt drawn
closer to Christ & nudged away from the distractions of our world at this time of the year.

Each week leading up to Christmas has a theme that helps our understanding of our Savior and
our journey with him.

Hope is the theme and oh so important for the week one. “May the God of Hope fill you with all joy
and peach as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 15:13(NIV)

Those of you who know me also know that | have a pet dog named Hope. She is special to me of
course and to others here where [ live. | am blessed to have her.

In closing, let us remember, hope gives us strength and resilience, given by God with love to lighten
our loads. I realize this is coming out past time; but | appreciate the you bearing with me for over
Advent time within our faith time is exquisitely of importance in our yearly faith journey.

In Christ,

Amen
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Operation Christmas Thank VYou!

Thank you to the congregations of First Lutheran, Hayward United Methodist, and the Ascension
Episcopal Churches for their wonderful responses to the 2023 Operation Christmas. You provided
Christmas to 210 area families in need with food baskets that included pies, fudge, fruit, hamburger, a
ham, potatoes, carrots, and staples such as soup and cereal. Gifts to over 500 children were included in
the family packages. Hats, mittens, and socks were distributed to area schools for children as needed.
Gifts of holiday cookies were delivered to area shut-ins. In reflection, |, along with many others, have a
renewed faith in people and God. We are a blessing from God, and Operation Christmas allowed us to
provide a blessing to others through our faith.

| would like to thank:

+ All who made generous donations to purchase food

* The tree takers who purchased and wrapped gifts for children

* Volunteers, who took the phone calls, packed the boxes, wrapped and coordinated the gift distribution,
unloaded the food truck, worked on distribution, and coordinated and tracked requests along with
mailing confirmations. An army of volunteers made this operation work. Thank you!

+ Norske Nook - Kim and her crew for the wonderful pies

* Lynne Marie’s Candies for the wonderful Fudge

* Salvation Army for Hams

* Kwik Trip, Walmart, Marketplace, Miller's Market, Thrivent, H&R Block, Hayward & Chequamegon Lions,
1st Lutheran Memorial & Endowment Fund, Hometown Holiday Christmas Dance, Hayward Area
Chamber, Lake Kids, Hayward Area Memorial Hospital Community Team

» First Lutheran men, women, and youth groups who helped make a difference

* The staff of First Lutheran who assisted us every step of the way

A huge thank you to everyone who included this Outreach Project in their prayers, brought gifts, made
donations, contributed mittens, hats, socks, and baked cookies.

Because of this congregation, Hayward United Methodist Church, and Ascension Episcopal Church, 210
families in our community experienced Christ's love this Christmas.

We are small, but we are powerful with God. Y

Blessings, 4
Kathy McCoy

Cookies for Shut-Ins: 2023: | want to thank all those who baked cookies for those who are homebound or
in a care center. You are all so faithful in this Christmas gift to them. It is much appreciated, and it is our
way of saying, "You are remembered this Christmas.
bless you and your kindness.

Linda Gordon and Operation Christmas




Operation Christmas 2023
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Light the Night s
for a Cure

Join us to cross country sKi
and/or snowshoe a lit trail!

www.relayforlife.org/sawyercountywi

This is an outdoor event, so please dress warm!

Sponsored b

First Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 4th $10/person donation to attend
OO Trailhead, Hayward, WI + $10/name for each

dedicated luminaria

4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Bring donation to American Cancer

Join us for: Society and form to First Lutheran
* Hot cocoa and a snack Church in Hayward or mail to Light the
» Lit ski loop with large luminaria Night, 14451 W Court Oreilles Lake Dr,
* Luminaria-lit nowshoe trail Hayward, W1 54843 or order luminaria
- Dedicated luminaria loop on-line at luminaria link and register at
- Bonfirel! www.relayforlife.org/sawyercountywi

Click Donate, select Light the Night.

Pre-registration strongly encouraged
or in-person at the event. | release the sponsoring organizations, its

members, agents and any person officially
NAME: connected with this event from all liability
for any injury or damages.



http://www.relayforlife.org/sawyercountywi
http://www.relayforlife.org/sawyercountywi

Columbarium/Memorial Wall Update:

The columbarium has been installed, and now we are waiting for the
brickwork to complete it. A dedication of the Memorial Garden is planned

for Memorial Day weekend.
[——]
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COLUMBARIUM

Be sure to look at the Memorial Garden display in the church narthex.
Sara Balbin has created a beautiful sculpture following the theme of the
mobile she made for the church sanctuary. This will be the focal point of
the Memorial Garden. There is information and forms for purchasing a
memory plague or columbarium niche available at the display.

O O

First Lutheran Church Women Annual Meeting

Saturday, January 13, 2024
10 am in Fellowship Hall
Tea (or coffee), Treats and Treasures

Come to our annual meeting to help decide the Love Gifts for this year. The Scandinavian Dinner &
Bake Sale were very successful so we need your help to decide where our Love Gifts will go. We will
also have our general meeting and elect officers for the next year.

Bring a special “treasure” to share from your past. Maybe it is a souvenir from a trip, special item
from a relative, an item you made that you have saved - we all have something that has special
meaning for us! Join us on Saturday, January 13th.

O O

December Weekly Meal Sponsors: Monthly Overseer:
December 6th: Cheryl Treland Cheryl Treland
December 13th: Hayward Lions Club

December 20th: Treland Family

11
December 27th: Treland Family Thank you!!!




SEM-ANNUAL MEE TING
Sunday, January 28t folowing the 420 am worship service.

Pudget Hearings - \-I \-|
Sunday, January 2lst affer the 430 am service ANN L[ A L

ond
Wednesday, January 24t af 4 pm MEETING

Please mark vyour calendars and plon fo attend. Keminder—ALL confirmed members

(youth - adults) are eligble fo attend

Hgh Scnool students——tinis is you fool

Thank you Julie Jolivette for all your hard work in directing and organizing the 3

Children's Christmas Pageant "O Come Let Us Adore Him" which was on
December 10th at the 9:30 am service. It was great - We Love Youl!

Thank you Patty VanLandschoot for directing the music for the Children's
Christmas Pageant "O Come Let Us Adore Him" which was on December 10th at
the 9:30 am service. It was great - We Love Youl!

Thank you to those who have agreed to be the "Volunteer Coordinator" by the month. There are sti%
months open if you are willing to take one of those months, please let me know. My contact information is
Rhonda Passolt 715-563-2502 or passolt0826@yahoo.com.

Reminder to our congregation to continue to sign up on the clipboard in the Narthex. It takes "many hand"
to have meaningful church services each week. Your part is priceless.

There will be a "Volunteer Coordinator" meeting on Tuesday, January 16th at 5:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall.

Thank you Barb Jabrosky for being the Volunteer Coordinator for January.

Here are our "Volunteer Coordinators" so far:
January - Barb Jabrosky @
February - Rhonda Passolt

March - Pat Olson %
April - OPEN

May - OPEN .
June - Paula Gaida

July - OPEN

August - Liz Robbins

September - Pam McClelland
October - Patti Nier

November & December - Linda Beck

Thankiou and God Bless.

Volunteers
“* Needed.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

December was a fun and full month for our children, youth and families!

Children's
Christmas Pageant -
O Come Let Us
Adore Him

The Noisy Can Offering
brought in $1045.17 of which
100% goes to the Hayward
Community Food Shelf,

And the 3rd Grade Terrific
Tuesday Kids were joined by
their dads to make wood
nativity stables.




CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

oth Grade

— Confirmation
helped pack
| fruit for

4 Operation
Christmas.

7th & 8th
Grade
Confirmation
assembled
boxes for
Operation

! Christmas.

And High School
Youth Group helped
Kathy McCoy count
and haul boxed fruit
for Operation
Christmas.

This Jesus whom we adore is the Light of the World!

Sunday, Jan. 7 - Feb. 11 is the season called Epiphany. Epiphany represents God revealing God's light and
presence through Jesus to the world. Everyone is invited to bring white, unscented candles in clear glass
(any size/shape) and place them on the altar during Epiphany. As we come to worship each Sunday, we will
see the light growing! Come participate and be blessed by this fun activity!



WAL 1P & WON
BIKING/HIKING/SKIING Qﬂ ®

The group will meet every Monday.

The group meets at random locations at 5:00 pm.
Please contact Jim Schreiber
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Purls of Prayer

e Saturday: January 20 @ 9:30am

e Location: Church Library

e |nterested in knitting or crocheting prayer shawls or for
charity?

e Join us each month, no experience needed. We can
provide all supplies and instruction

/ARAYER
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COVER GIRLS

January 11th & 18th from 9 am to 11 am




SMALL GROUPS &
STUDIES

Men's Bible Study

Every Tuesday at 8 am in Fellowship Hall.
Snacks and beverages are provided.

All men are welcome.

Ll
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Koinonia: A fellowship and community of women.

Topic: DVD & Discussion

Every Tuesday at 8 am in the Church Library.

Bible studies ~ Conversations ~ Connections

All women are welcome.

> «

Online Bible Study is available via Zoom. All are welcome to attend. We will
m meet on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am. Explore the Bible in a fun and
laid-back way. It will be led by Pastor Joel, with a fantastic discussion.
A TV Zoom link: Click Here to Join or on our website at - First Lutheran Church

Hi— www firstlutheranhaywardwi.org/outreach/virtually
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£ Jubilee Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 16th at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Our leaders will be Kristi Voight and Diane Utzig. All Are Welcome. Any
questions please contact Rhonda Passolt at 715-563-2502 or email her at
passolt0826@yahoo.com

Peace Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 9th at 10:00 am in the Church Library.
We will use the Bible study in the January issue of the "Gather" magazine. All are
welcome!

Hostess -Betty Bergstedt and Bible study leader - Carol Schmidt

Faith Hope and Love Circle will meet on Tuesday, January Sth at 1:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. We will be using the "Gather" magazine as our Bible study. All are
welcome to join. Hostess - Linda Gordon and Bible study leader - Georgia Frye
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Remember to say Thank You!

We probably all had similar experiences growing up of our mothers reminding us to
say “thank you” when someone gave us a gift or complimented us! I'm sure our
moms were hoping it became a habit for us.

As we begin a new year, may we take time to be grateful for those who have given us
“gifts” for which we are thankful.

There are those special people in our lives who have shaped our faith. An immigrant
family has touched my heart and strengthened my faith because for them all their
hope and faith was on God. They had nowhere else to turn. And through it all they
were kind, caring, faithful, and loving - they gave “gifts” when they had so little.

It has been the quiet simple people who seem to have touched me the most and
showed me how to “give thanks in all circumstances” because they know that God is
always with them.

May we give thanks as we start a new year for those special people of faith that have
touched our lives.

Remember to attend the FLCW Annual Meeting “Tea (and coffee), Treats and
Treasures” on Saturday, January 13th to help decide the Love Gifts for this year. Bring
a special treasure to share from your past. There will be a general meeting and
election of officers.




Eternal Candle%msors for January

Randy & Kris Neumann In memory of Clarine & Connie Neumann

Please sign up on the Eternal Flame clipboard if you wish to be a sponsor.
Please give Tanya the sponsor funds when you sign up. Thank you.

< >
Music Ministr
%

The Spirit Within Choir:
Worships: Worships:
Sunday, January 14th, 9:30 am Sunday, January 7th, 9:30 am
Saturday, January 27th, 5:00 pm Saturday, January 13th, 5:00 pm
Sunday, January 28th, 9:30 am Sunday, January 21st, 9:30 am

Practices: Thursdays at 4:30 pm Rehearsals: Every Wednesday at 6 pm

Chimes:

Rehearsals: Every Wednesday at 5 pm
—t —
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January Communion Bread Bakers:

January 6/7: Pam Swanson
January 13/14: Nancy Woodbeck
January 20/21: Amy McDonald

January 27/28: Pam McClelland
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Lectionary Readings

January 7, 2024: Baptism of Our Lord/First Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Advent Color: Blue

Prayer of the Day: Holy God, creator of li%ht and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,with whom I am
well pleased.” Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17)

Reacﬁngs and Psalm

Genesis 1:1-5 (God creates light)

Psalm 29 (The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3))

Acts 19:1-7 (Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus)

Mark 1:4-11 (Revelation of Christ as God’s servant)

January 14, 2024: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Sundays Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you
more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who brings us grace and truth.
Alleluia. (John 1:41, 17)

Readings and Psalm

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] (The calling of Samuel)

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1))

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (Glorify God in your body)

John 1:43-51 (The calling of the first disciples)

January 21, 2024: Third Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Sundays Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news. Alleluia. (Mark 1:15)

Readings and Psalm

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (Repentance at Nineveh)

Psalm 62:5-12 (Goc}D alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6))

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (Living in the end times)

Mark 1:14-20 (The calling of the disciples at the sea)
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January 28, 2024: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Preface: Sundays Color: Green

Prayer of the Day: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in
our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light; for those who sat

in the shadow of death light has dawned. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:16)

Readings and Psalm

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 (The prophet speaks with God’s authority)

Psalm 111 (The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10))
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols)
Mark 1:21-28 (The healing of one with an unclean spirit)

FINANCIAL FOCUS

December 2023

This area intentionally left blank.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING TO
THE LORD’S WORK THROUGH
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tanya Ullom
Business Manager

L IVIN
I_UThgl’Clﬂ

The Living Lutheran Magazine will be
discontinuing mailing the magazine in
2024.

The magazine’s content will continue to
be available at livinglutheran.org_at no
cost to their readers.
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Office Hours: Weekly Bulletin: First Word:
Monday - Thursday If you would like to submit ALL ARTICLES for the First Word
8:30—4:00 information for the weekly newsletter are to be sent to
Friday bulletin, it is due to Tanya Ullom
8:30—12:00 the church office by 4:00pm by 4:00pm on January 15th
each Tuesday for the February First Word

* 2000000000000 0000000 00 0 ¢ o

Phone: 715-634-2141
Contact Us:  Mail:  P.O. Box 346 Hayward, WI 54843

First Lutheran Staoff

Joel Bacon Pastor Pastor@flchaywardwi.org
Tanya Ullom Business Manager Office@flchaywardwi.org_
Julie Jolivette Youth & Family Coordinator  julie.jolivette5@gmail.com
Ray Austin Building and Grounds Property@flchaywardwi.org.
Patty Van Landschoot Choir Director davidjv@centurytel.net

“Day 1" kadio Ministry

“Day 1", a voice of mainline Christian Churches, presents messages by
clergy representing mainline Christian faiths, including those of the
ELCA. Peter Wallace, host for each broadcast, facilitates discussion with
clergy on timely topics. This radio ministry reaches our shut-ins, visitors
to the area, and others for whom regular worship and Church affiliation
are not a part of their daily lives. The cost per broadcast is $30.

We have First Lutheran members sponsor the “Day 1” weekly segments
on radio station WRLS-FM (92.3). These segments air at 8:30am every
Sunday. The sponsorship of a broadcast may be in honor of a person,
or special occasion, or in memory of a loved one and is open to all.
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Our_Coring_Prayers

Care Centers: Water's Edge Please Pray For:
Aspen Acres 11044 N State Rd 77 ohn Schuenzel
10214 Rock Creek Rd Hayward, Wi 54843 Phil Pierce
Hayward, W| 54843 :
e Rose Frisch o Ralph Cornell Fohn Malchow
e Colleen Moreland Foyce Moreland
Doug Chase

Assisted Living:

e Karen Luebke

e Dennis Marquardt
e Gene Nelson

e Henry Aukee

Care Partners Assisted Living
15497 Pinewood Drive
Hayward, WI 54843

Hayward Health Center * Barb le:ppel
10775 Nyman Avenue O 7a(ze Wz@um
Hayward, Wi 54843 « Shirley Tiffany

e Liz Webber
e Fanis Bergum

T Chronic & Long-term lliness:

Fohn Faeckel Anna Suzan

Country Terrace Don Sheehan — Dawn Saxum

10260 White Birch Lane Kay Edwards — Sam Shaw

Hayward, WI 54843
° ®
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF COFFEE
LWR coffee is available for purchase

Coffee choices include:
Dark Roast - Whole Bean
Dark Roast - Ground
Medium Roast - Whole Bean
Medium Roast - Ground
Decaffeinated - Ground
Hazelnut-Ground

Stop by First Lutheran for your coffee fix...anytime during
office hours.
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Worship With Us!
Saturdays: 5 pm
Sundays: 9:30* am
*Live on Facebook
Everyone is Welcome!

10680 Main Street
Hayward, WI 54843
715-634-2141
www.flchaywardwi.org
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